


March 26, 2013

Dear Friends,
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The JBU Forensics Team and the NWACC Speech and Debate Club would like to invite you and your students to the 3rd Annual Ozark Rookie Champs and Varsity Last Dance Tournament, to be held Friday April 19th on the campus of Northwest Arkansas Community College in Bentonville, Arkansas. This tournament provides a great opportunity to get students from your public speaking and other communication courses to a fun afternoon tournament!  Competition begins at 1pm, and we awards will begin by 5:00 pm.  That gives you enough time in the evening to have a nice team dinner or to visit nearby world-famous Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, which has free admission and is open till 9 pm.

We will offer rookie competition in the following events: Informative, Persuasive, and Oral Interpretation.  Eligible competitors in the rookie division may not have competed in more than 3 college tournaments.  

Varsity competitors can also cover your judging commitment, giving coaches a tournament off after a long season of writing ballots!  If your varsity competitors do not want to judge, then they can enter one of the 3 following events:  Broadcast Journalism, Duet Improvisational Acting, and Toast Impromptu.   Rookies may also enter these events as well.

Please read the rules in the invitation for further clarification.  We will offer trophies to all semifinalists and sweepstakes awards to the top 5 varsity and novice students who enter at least 2 events (3 maximum).

Finally, we will not charge fees for the tournament if you provide enough judges!   1 judge covers 6 entry slots.

We hope to see you in Bentonville for a fun afternoon of competition!



Sincerely, 


Erick Roebuck							Keith Kiger
Director of Forensics						Team President, NWACC Speech and Debate
John Brown University
eroebuck@jbu.edu



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR OZARK ROOKIE CHAMPS & VARSITY LAST DANCE

12:30	Registration outside White Auditorium (Burns Hall)
1:00		Prelim Rounds
2:30		Semifinal Rounds
4:00		Final Rounds
5:00		Awards

TOURNAMENT ENTRY
All entries will be taken online at forensicstournament.net. Visit the following link to enter the tournament...

http://forensicstournament.net/ozark/13

The deadline for an initial entry is Monday April 15 at 8 pm CDT. You may make changes until Thursday April 18th at noon. Please email Erick Roebuck at eroebuck@jbu.edu if you have any questions.

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
1) Students with three or fewer intercollegiate forensics tournaments may enter Informative, Persuasive, or Oral Interpretation.

2) Students with more than three intercollegiate tournaments of experience are not eligible to compete in rookie individual events. These students are welcome to enter Broadcast Journalism, Duet Improvisation, or Commercial Impromptu.  They may also enter the judge pool in IE’s.

3) Students may enter 2 Duet Improvisations with 2 different partners.

COMPETITION PROCEDURES
1) In the preliminary round, at least 2 judges will decide who advances to semifinal round.   An equal number of competitors from each panel will advance to the semifinals PLUS the top competitor from each school in the event (provided they are not in the top 2).

2) In the semifinal round, at least 2 judges will help decide who advances to the final round.  The top 3 competitors in each event will advance to finals.  This will be determined by a cumulative rank/rate from the preliminaries PLUS the semifinal round.   

3) If we have to place a judge in any round that has one of his or her students in the round, they will NOT rank their student(s).   This round will have a minimum of 3 judges.  The affected student(s) will receive an average of the scores of the other 2 judges as their 3rd rank.

4) Student will not be penalized for using notes in public address events. Judges may not automatically drop a student for using note cards (though the amount of eye contact and fluid delivery may be used as judging criteria). 

5) Any student judging WILL NOT lose their eligibility for AFA-NIET, NFA-NIET, or other national organizations as this tournament occurs after qualification for national tournaments. This is a great chance for your competitors to get experience on the other side of the ballot!


EVENT DESCRIPTIONS
1) Duet Improvisation Acting.  Teams of two will be given the choice of 3 scenarios to “act” out.  Two chairs will be provided for the scene. No other objects or props may be used.  Teams will have a total of 6 minutes to use at their discretion for both preparation and performance (e.g. 2 minutes to prepare, 4 minutes to perform).  
 
2) Broadcast Journalism:  Students will be given news copy from multiple stories that they must cut down for 2-minute radio news broadcast.    They will have 30 minutes of preparation time.  They will be evaluated solely on the verbal portion of their performance, not nonverbal.  Proper attribution must be given to all stories from external sources read during the performance.

3) Toast Impromptu: Students will receive a choice of 3 famous people who they can make a toast to.  Students will then have 1 minute to prepare a 3-minute maximum presentation. Their speaking time, however, may not exceed 3 minutes, even if all preparation time is unused.

4) Rookie Oral Interpretation: A cutting from one or more texts of literary merit, humorous or serious, presented by one individual. The material may be drawn from any genre of literature. Performance text should be present during performance. Time limit is from 6-10 minutes including introduction.

5) Rookie Persuasive Speaking: An original speech by the student designed to inspire, reinforce, or change the beliefs, attitudes, values or actions of the audience. Audio-visual aids may or may not be used to supplement and reinforce the message. Multiple sources should be used and cited in the development of the speech. Notes are permitted. Time limit is from 6-10 minutes including introduction.

6) Rookie Informative Speaking: An original, factual speech by the student on a realist subject to fulfill the general aim to inform the audience. Audio-visual aids may or may not be used to supplement and reinforce the message. Multiple sources should be used and cited in the development of the speech. Notes are permitted. Time limit is from 6-10 minutes including introduction.

SWEEPSTAKES AND AWARDS
We will provide awards to all competitors who advance to elimination rounds.  We will offer sweepstakes awards to the top 5 Rookie and Varsity competitors.   No team sweepstakes will be awarded at the tournament.  Points are awarded as follows: 
Prelim Round Ranking:  1st-5 pts, 2nd-4 pts, 3rd-3 pts, 4th-2 pts, 5th-1 pt.
Elim Round Ranking: 1st-20 points, 2nd-15 points, 3rd-10 pts, Semifinalist-5 pts.

FEES
There are no entry fees for the tournament if you provide enough judges. Here are the fees that will be charged if your program cannot provide enough judging.   Each judge covers 6 slots, and uncovered slots cost $10. We prefer payments in cash so we can directly pay any hired judges.  Please make checks payable to JBU Forensics.

DIRECTIONS
Visit the following link for directions: http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=1+College+Dr&city=Bentonville&state=AR&zipcode=72712&redirect=true

Parking information will be emailed to coaches the week of the tournament.
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